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The Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, 


FROM 


Major 4 JAMES STUART. 


L May 27th, 1784.1 


GENTLEMEN, 
NN my arrival lately in this country, I meant to have taken a more 
_ early opportunity, either of paying my reſpects in perſon, or of 
addreſſing you by letter ; but for ſome time I was unable to pay any 
viſits in conſequence of a ſwelling of my leg, occaſioned by my painful 
polition on board of ſhip during the voyage from India; and the ac- 
counts received ſince my arrival here, of the Reſolutions you had been 
Pleaſed to take with regard to me, in the month of February laſt, 
affected me with ſo much ſurpriſe and concern, that I judged it beſt to 
allow ſome days to intervene after that firſt ſhock, before I committed 
my thoughts to writing, or gave you the trouble of reading them. 
I do not at preſent mean to take up your time with complaints of 
any meaſures that have been taken with regard to me, either in India, 
or at home; or with arguments and proofs to ſhew that my 3 
have been both unexampled and unmerited. 
The object of my anxiety at preſent, is not the loſs of flonation, nor 
Wo loſs of any advantages attending it; but what engages, and ever 
will continue to engage, my moſt anxious attention, is, That the real 
circumſtances of my conduct, in every ſituation or truſt which I have 
had the honour to hold under his Majeſty, or the Honourable Eaſt India 
Company, ſhould be known and aſcertained, in ſuch a manner as to put 
an end to all doubt or obſcurity : This becomes abſolutely requiſite, 
from the duty which I owe to myſelf, as well as that which I owe to 
my country, and to you, Gentlemen, in whoſe ſervice IJ have held an 
Important ſituation, and ny joyed may n and nee during 
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Whatever the reſult may be of the facts, and of the particulars of my 


conduct when ſo afcertained, I mnſt, and am willing, to ſtand or fall 


by it in the eſtimation of the Public, and of every candid impartial | 
mind. I ſhall nct now permit myſelf to anticipate that reſult, any- 
further than to declare, that, inſtead of being in any reſpect culpable, 
I am ſo confident of being able to prove inconteſtibly, that it has fallen. 


to my ſhare to have a real and ſolid fund of merit with the Eaſt India 


Company, and with this Country in general, that if I fail in making; 
out that propoſition, I ſhall admit it to be reaſonable, that ſuperior 


credit ſhould be given to my enemies in every poſlible matter of conteſt 


between them and me; and ſhall alſo admit, that inſinuations, ſurmiſes, 
or preſumptions, on their {nk ought to outweigh the moſt powerful 
proofs on mine. 

That juſtice may be lahne to me, and ſatisfaction afforded to you, 
Gentlemen, and for the purpoſe alſo of ſatisfying my Sovereign and 
the Public, with reſpeQ to my conduct, as an Officer intruſted both by 
his Majeſty and by the Eaſt India Company, you muſt be ſenſible, 
Gentlemen, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary, that I ſhould have communi- 
cation of the accounts ſent home to you from India, ſpecifying the 
grounds on which the Preſident and Select Committee at Madras 
thought themſelves authoriſed to diſmiſs me, not only from the Com- 
mand in Chief of the Company's troops upon the coaſt of Coro- 
mandel, and from my ſeat in the Select Committee, but alſo from the 
Command in Chief of his Majeſty's troops, which I held and enjoyed 
in conſequence of my rank in the King's ſervice, and of my com- 
miſſions from his Majeſty, and of the uſage and cuſtom of the army. 

_ 2dly, Upon what grounds they thought themſelves authoriſed, on the 
17th of September laſt, 1783, to deprive me of my perſonal liberty, 
by ordering an armed force to ſeize me at my country-houſe on Choultry 
Plain, from whence they carried me priſoner to the Fort at Madras, 
where, without any cauſe aſſigned, I was detained a priſoner under 
rigid 


_ 

rigid confinement; denied the uſe of pen, ink, and paper; and refuſed 
the aſſiſtance or communication of lawyers or friends (except on very 
ſpecial occaſions, and even then in the preſence of the officer on duty, 
and under whoſe guard I was daily kept); and in that condition I re- 
N till the 14th day of October laſt. | 

' 3dly, Upon what grounds they thought themſelves authoriſed to 
proceed to the ſending me forcibly on board a veſſel which they had pre- 
pared on purpoſe for conveying me to England; and in which veſſel 
accordingly, without my conſent, and in oppoſition to the proteſts taken 
by me, both againſt the Preſident and Select Committee, who iſſued the 
orders, and againſt the Captain of the veſſel, who obeyed them, they 
took care that I ſhould be brought home to 9 in the ſtate of a 
priſoner. 

This ſtep, of . me ſauddenly to leave India, and to 
return to Europe, was aggravated by ſeveral circumſtances.—The 
veſſel on board which I was by military force compelled to em- 
bark, was a country veſſel, under the name of a packet, ſuddenly pur- 
chaſed for the occaſion, unfit for a Europe voyage, both from the ſtate 
of the veſſel, and from the unſkilfulneſs of the Maſter and crew. This, 
on the beſt information received at Madras, was aſſerted by me, and 
communicated to the Select Committee there, before they gave their 
orders for my embarking ; and though, by ſingular good fortune, and 
after many narrow eſcapes, the veſſel has at laſt actually arrived in a 
Britiſh port, yet my aſſertion, and the information on which it was 
founded, have been juſtified, by my ſad experience of moſt uncommon 
hardſhips, during a voyage of more than fix months, and of perſonal 
danger to the lateſt period of that voyage. 

This violence was uſed, notwithſtanding my repeated . to the 
Select Committee at Madras, to deſiſt from their purpoſe of ſending 
me to n eſpecially in ſuch a veſſel; and notwithſtanding an offer 
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e 
made on my part, and which was oſſicially entered on record, by which 
J became bound to give every ſecurity that could be deſired for the 
preſervation of the public peace, if allowed to remain in the ſettlement. 
Another alternative propoſed by me was, to remove myſelf to Bombay 
in one of his Majeſty's ſhips then ready to ſail, or to be ſet down at 
Tranquebar, or any neutral place, there to remain retired until the verx 
Government of Madras ſhould call me from thence. 7 

I thought it impoſſible that all theſe offers could have been refuſed, 
knowing, as I did, that in the caſe of the meaneſt Britiſh ſubject, and 
even in the caſe of delinquency or miſemeanour, aſcertained by legal 
proceſs in any of the Preſidencies, the perſon who had thus rendered 
himſelf juſtly obnoxious to Government, was, however, by law intitled: 
to a reaſonable time to ſettle his private affairs, before he could be forced 
ont of the Country and ſent to Europe; giving, in the mean time,, 


proper ſecurity for his good behaviour. 
In my caſe, however, where no delinquency had been ann, 


no legal proceſs commenced, nor even any charge mtimated to me, 
every requeſt or remonſtrance on my part, that did not coincide is 


the views of the Select Committee at Madras, was Wear ones with 
n, or produced a poſitive refuſal. * 

Such outrages againſt any individual who had ever ſet an in India, 
even in the meaneſt ſituation in the Company's ſervice, are, it is be- 
Heved, almoſt, if not entirely, without example: They become the 


more flagrant when employed againſt one who, in the character of 


Major General in the King's ſervice, and Brigadier General in that of 


the Company, had the honour to command both his Majeſty's army 


and the forces of the Eaſt India Company in that part of the world; 
and to whom, from various perſonal conſiderations, that ſtate of con- 


finement at Madras, and the ſubſequent voyage to Europe, on board 


Tach i veel as that which 60 eras, were. more- mortifying 
| and 


( 


and diſtreſſing than hay could have been to almoſt any other perſon ; 
for having had the misfortune to loſe a limb, while employed in the 
field in your ſervice, the confinement during ſeveral weeks before leav- 
ing Madras, and the ſtate of inaQtivity to which I was reduced in a 
ſmall cabin on board a very inconvenient veſſel (being unable to walk 
the deck with the uſe only of one leg), theſe things expoſed me to par- 
ticular hardſhips, and threatened the worlt of conſogyences to * 
health. 
But what peculiarly 00 the enormity 4 theſe * and 
to which I wiſh more particularly to draw your attention, is, that all this 
was done without ever communicating to me, or to any friend of mine, 
the grounds or pretences on which theſe ſeverities and violences were 
founded. | 

Neither the perſons who: violently ſeized me at my country-houſe 
on Choultry Plain, nor thoſe who detained me priſoner i in the Fort at 
Madras, nor thoſe who carried me from thence by force on board the 
veſſel; nor the Captain of the veſſel, who it ſeems undertook to land 
me in England, ever communicated to me the inſtructions under which 
they acted, though that communication was poſitively required by me 
from them: And when I applied to the Government at Madras for 
their charges againſt me, and for the grounds and pretences under 
which they acted, in depriving me of my perſonal liberty, I never 
was able to obtain any manner of ſatisfaction on theſe points —one 
general anſwer which I received from them, when J applied for the 
communication of papers, which on various pretences they did not ; 
chuſe to gratify me with, was, That on my arrival in England I ſhould | 
be able to procure whatever might be proper to demand 2 he 
India Houſe. 
Iam under the neceſſity, mee of 2 to you, Ventlemen 
for a communication of that which ſo intimately concerns myſelf, and- | 
Which I * I had a right to have known. long before now ; for if I 


& 
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am not miſtaken with regard to the nature of the Britiſh Conſtitution; 


I believe there can be nothing more foreign to the genius of that Con- 
ſtitution, nor more adverſe to the mode in which the Eaſt India Com- 
pany have exerciſed the powers and privileges enjoyed by them under 


it, than that any Britiſh ſubject, and more eſpecially a Britiſh ſubject 


who went to India with the approbation of his Majeſty in a high ſitua- 
tion in the Company's ſervice, and who had arrived at the higheſt 
military ſituation both in the King and Company's ſervice in that 
part of India, thould be deprived of his perſonal liberty, detained a 


. doſe priſoner, and ſent home like a felon, without ever being made 


acquainted with the charges againſt him, or with the grounds or 
Pretences on which theſe acts of violence were committed. | 

All that I know is, that I have ſuffered ſeverely, and conſidering the 
ſituation I held, as well as my ſervices, have been moſt ignominiouſly 


and indecently treated ; "but on what account all theſe outrages 


have been committed, I do moſt OY declare that I am totally 
ignorant. 

If it is permitted t to thoſe who act abroad under a delegated autho- 
rity from the Eaſt India Company, to exerciſe ſuch acts of violence 
and oppreſſion as they think proper, without ever ſpecifying to the 
party aggrieved the reaſons on which they proceed; the effects of 
ſuch uncontrolled exerciſe of power, muſt indeed be alarming. — 
It not only operates to the immediate riſque and loſs of property, 
but the tendency of it muſt be, to make it impoſſible for the moſt 
oppreſſed, and at the ſame time the moſt innocent or meritorious, 
ever to obtain redreſs for injuries ſuſtained, or ever to be able to do 
Juſtice to their characters and conduct, by refuting charges or aſperſions, 
which the authors of the violence have induſtriouſly concealed. 

But as it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that the Eaſt India Company will 
ever lend their aid to a concealment of this nature, ſo contrary to the 


ſmolt obvious principles of equity, and to the liberties enjoyed by 


_ Britiſh 


„ 
Britiſh ſubjects, I apply to you, Gentlemen, with the greateſt confi- 
dence, that you will be pleaſed to order full and unreſerved communi- 
cation to be given to me, of every charge, ſurmiſe, conjecture, or 
ſuſpicion, on which theſe violent proceedings have been founded, or 
_ endeavoured to be juſtified ; whether the reaſons given, or the juſtifi- 
cations attempted, have been ſent over to you in Letters, Reports, or 
Minutes from the Preſident and Council of Madras, or from the Select 
Committee there; or in Letters from the Preſident, or from the 
Members of the Select Committee ſeparately. 

Buch communication muſt be ſerviceable to the intereſts of truth and- 
of juſtice; and can only be hurtful to the party which has acted in 
defiance of both. If I am not able to refute the charges and ſuſpicions 
when known, I muſt then be the ſufferer, and I ſhall then be left 
without my preſent excuſe, founded on the: ,, of — 


eharges that are entirely unknown. 

If, on the other hand, the knowledge of what i is laid to my 4 
ſhall enable me, as I am- confident it will, to give you the completeſt 
ſatisfaction, that the cruel and extraordinary proceedings againſt me 
have taken riſe from deception or error, without reſorting to any other 
cauſes that might deſerve harſher epithets, I am perſuaded, Gentlemen, 
that you will rejoice with me in affording an opportunity of having 
thoſe errors and deceptions removed, and by that means enabling me 
to give you complete conviction, that I had done my duty to the 
Honourable Eaſt India Company, and had in no ſhape been un- 
worthy of the truſt which. you had been pleaſed to repoſe in me. 

Permit me, Gentlemen, further to requeſt, that you will give A 
for my being ſupplied with copies of any minutes, reſolutions, or pro- 
poſed paragraphs of official letters to India which you have been 
pleaſed to form reſpecting me perſonally, ſince the beginning of Fe- 
bruary laſt; and particularly, to be ſupplied with copies of any mi- 

nutes, reſolutions, or r official paragraphs of letters which have been ac- 
tually: 


122 

tually ſent to India ſince that time to the preſent period, reſpecting . 
or my ſituation. 

Jou muſt be ſenſible; ts, that it is A mortifying 


and diſtreſſing to me, to hear in general, that prejudices have been | 


entertained againft ine, on account of the diſputes in which I was in- 
volved with the Preſident and Select Committee at Madras, whilſt it 
is not ſo generally known that theſe diſputes did not originate with 
me.—The ſame or ſimilar diſputes had exiſted between the Select 
-Committee at Madras, and the preceding Commander in Chief, that 
excellent deſerving officer Sir Eyre Coote.—During the whole time of 


his ſpirited exertions in the Carnatic, he was involved in conſtant diſ- 


putes and altercations with that Committee. —Theſe diſputes ſtill pre- 
vailing at the time of his death, I became unfortunately, though una- 


_  voidably, engaged in them, from thinking it my duty to conform to 


Sir Eyre Coote's orders and inſtructions while alive; and to follow 
out the ſpirit and intention of them even after his death. 


I cannot help flattering myſelf, that if the various diſputes which 
exiſted between Sir Eyre Coote and the Select Committee at Madras, 
had, according to the order of time, been firſt brought under conſidera- 
tion for your deciſion, the tendency of that order of enquiry, and the 
reſult of your deliberations upon theſe diſputes, would have ſerved to 
procure a greater degree of favour and indulgence for thoſe in which I 


| ä e ner ts afting venter Mr Dyes 5 8 or 


ſucceeding to him in the command. 


However, as I have learnt that the diſputes between the Select Com. 


mittee at Madras and me were taken up for your deciſion, antecedently 
to thoſe between Sir Eyre Coote and them; and that the facts tated, 
and the arguments employed, by the Select Committee, have been 
adopted by the Court of Directors, in preference to thoſe uſed on my 
12446 199-706 caches ty merging as to produce an Order, in the 
_ tad aa 6 for my diſmiſſion from the ſervice; I hope, 


Gentlemen, 


| * 2 i 
Gentlemen, it will appear to you reaſonable, that, in a matter which ſo 
nearly concerns me in every reſpect, I ſhould have communication of 
the minutes or reſolutions on that ſubject, and of the paragraphs of 
the General Letters which have been ſent to India reſpecting me. It 
is needleſs to obſerve, that it is not from idle curioſity, or with a deſire 
to find fault, or merely with a view to criminate others, but with a 
view to the juſtification of myſelf, and of my conduct, that I now 
apply for this neceſſary communication. 

There is only one other requeſt which I beg leave to be allowed to 
make on this occaſion ; it is, That if no Letters or Paragraphs have 
hitherto been ſent out to India, containing an approbation of the violent 
outrages which have been committed by the Preſident and Select Com- 
mittee at Madras againſt me, that the ſame equitable line of conduct, in 
abſtaining from any thing that might import an approbation of theſe 
outrages, may be continued, until I have an opportunity of ſubmitting 
to your conſideration, a true and exact ſtate of facts, with the proofs 
in ſupport of them, in anſwer to any charges or inſinuations that may 
have been thrown out by the Select Committee at Madras to my | 
prejudice, and in juſtification of their own violence. 8 


I have the honour to be at all times, 
GENTLEMEN, 
ARLINGTON-STREET, Your moſt faithful and 


Thurſday, May 27, 1784. | 
| ” - obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) JAMES STUART. 
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